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[0022] The facsimile apparatus 10 is used in a connection environment 
shown in FIG.2 and therefore, a control program having a software 
configuration shown in FIG.3 is stored in ROM 12. This means that the 
fac simil e apparatus (10) has two protocol stacks, the FAX protocol for 
controlling a public network and the TCP/IP protocol, which is a 
communications protocol for controlling a network. 

[0023] The FAX protocol controls a facsimile protocol set forth in T.30 and 
modem control is used in FAX data communications over a PSTN network 
and e-mail data transmission/reception by means of dial-up connection, 
while ISDN controller control is used in FAX data communications over a 
ISDN network and e-mail data transmission/reception by means of dial-up 
connection. DCR control is a control section of the facsimile apparatus that 
executes image compression/extension set force in T.4 and image information 
control controls and stores FAX image information or the like. 

[0024] PPP (point to point protocol) is a protocol that implements an 
environment where the protocol may be used over a LAN by means of 
one-to-one connection the PSTN network or the ISDN network set force in 
RFC (request for comment) 1661 and 1662, and connects to ISP100 by means 
of PSTN or ISDN dial-up connection. 

P4 

[0030] At this time, the facsimile apparatus 10 may download all the e-mail 
data to be read over POP (post office protocol), which is commonly used 
between the fac simil e apparatus and ISP 100, wherein the user may select 
the e-mail data to be downloaded using installed IMAP through user setting 
and the CPU 11 downloads the e-mail data over IMAP unless it receives an 
indication that it receives the e-mail data over POP from the operation panel. 
Namely, the CPU 11 composes an e-mail data selection means and the 
operation panel 22 composes an indication means. It should be notes that 
this embodiment assumes that IMAP is commonly used, however, POP may 
be selected as a commonly used one if not so much e-mail data are to be read. 

[0031] Specifically, as shown in FIG.4, any e-mail data, which is sent to the 
facsimile apparatus 10 by a terminal on the internet, is stored in the mailbox 


1 



for the facsimile apparatus 10 prepared in the ISP 100 mail server, wherein 
the facsimile apparatus 10 may retrieve the mailbox for itself using IMAP 
based on the set select condition according to the time setting or the 
indication from the operation panel 22, for example it may extract an e-mail 
data on a line “ from”, and then down load by issuing an request that only an 
required e-mail data, which satisfies the select condition, be forwarded, 
while any e-mail data, which dose not satisfy the select condition, being left 
in the ISP 100 mailbox. 

[0032] If the e-mail data is received and downloaded at a preset interval or 
time As the select condition, the select condition may be set so that IMAP 
behaves so, or the select condition may be set so that an interval or time 
parameter is manually specified. Other than those in the specific “from” 
line, these e-mail data may be assumed. 

• e-mail data containing a certain keyword in its text, 

• e-mail data in the specific “subject” line in a header, 

• e-mail data smaller or larger than a given size, 

• e-mail data received at a date or time before or later than a specified date 
and time, and 

• e-mail data, which satisfies the “and” or “or” logic between conditions. 

[0033] Accordingly, if a large amount of email data to be read are stored in 
the ISP 100 mailbox, for example, a communication time (communication 
cost) runs up unintentionally when POP issues an indication that all the 
e-mail data are downloaded in a time zone where the communication cost is 
high during business hours because connection to ISP 100 is kept for a long 
time. On the other hand, the facsimile apparatus allows only the e-mail 
data, which satisfies the select condition, to be commonly downloaded from 
the ISP 100 mailbox over IMAP, minimizing the communication cost. 
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